
INTRODUCTION  
TO 

CONDITIONAL USE REZONING 
 

What is the purpose of Conditional Use Rezoning?  Conditional uses are uses which 
are generally compatible with other land uses permitted in a zoning district but which, 
because of their unique characteristics or potential impacts on the surrounding 
neighborhood and/or the city as a whole, require individual consideration of their 
location, design, configuration, or operation at the particular location proposed.  Such 
individual consideration may also call for the imposition of individualized conditions in 
order to ensure that the use is appropriate at a particular location and to ensure protection 
of the public health, safety, and welfare. 
 
When is it appropriate to apply for a Conditional Use Rezoning?  This zoning tool is 
available to promote land uses and activities that benefit the public in general.  If there is 
only private benefit, the tool should not be used.  However, public benefits should be 
broadly construed and take into consideration uses that: Support City plans and programs 
(2010 Plan, Ped/Bike Plan, HUD Consolidated Plan; Greenway Plan, City CIP program, 
Smart Growth policies, Sustainable Economic Development Task Force Report, etc.); 
Promotes or protects community character; Preserves historic or environmental 
resources; Promotes transportation connectivity, Promotes multimodal transportation; 
Provides for affordable housing; Resolves neighborhood land use disputes; Promotes 
City urban design goals; etc. 
 
 * The basic rule here is that these tools are a mechanism to negotiate development activities in a way 
that benefits the public. 
 
How do I find out if my Conditional Use Rezoning proposal will meet the 
guidelines?  It is important that potential applicants have a pre-application meeting with 
a representative from the Planning and Development Department.  This meeting should 
clear up any filing issues and provide preliminary guidance to what the expectations of 
the City will be.  Following the pre-application meeting, it is important to ensure the 
requested land use, site plans, and drawings, etc are in compliance with the Unified 
Development Ordinance (UDO) and other applicable standards and specifications.  This 
may require contacting the Engineering Department, Public Works Department, Water 
Resources, Municipal Sewer Department, etc… Prior to filing the completed application, 
it is highly recommended that the applicant make efforts to contact the owners of nearby 
properties and inform them of the scope and plans of the proposed project.  Once all pre-
application steps have been completed and the application filing requirements have been 
fulfilled, it is time to submit the application and pay any applicable fees. 
 
As an applicant, you should provide a detailed description of the project proposal 
including: conditional use request and how it meets the conditional use guidelines, any 
special conditions requested, relevant history, and any other information that may be 
helpful in evaluating your request.    
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